
The Aubieclave
Report

Dr. Yoonsung Hu
Meet Dr. Yoonsung (Yoon) Hu, a postdoctoral
researcher in Dr. Shankumar Mooyottu’s lab,
who joined Auburn University one year ago.
Originally from South Korea, Yoon’s academic
journey has taken him through Iowa,
Mississippi, and Arkansas before settling in
Auburn.

T H E  D I S C O V E R Y  S P O T L I G H T

Yoon is passionate about the collaborative environment within the Pathology
Department, where he works closely with faculty across disciplines. In just his first year,
he’s already published a paper and is actively involved in multiple grant proposals—an
impressive start to his postdoctoral career.

His research in Dr. Mooyottu’s lab centers on gut pathogens, particularly Clostridioides
difficile. The team explores the wide-ranging effects of gut dysbiosis and C. difficile
infection, including its impact on the brain, liver, and kidneys. They’re also investigating
a promising bacterium that may help prevent C. difficile germination in the gut.
    
Outside the lab, Yoon is a proud father of two—his 6-year-old son and 4-year-old
daughter. He cherishes family time and enjoys outdoor adventures like camping and
sports with his wife and children.
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Dr. Jordan Towns
Dr. Jordan Towns, Assistant Clinical Professor
of Clinical Pathology, is an Auburn alum
through and through—earning her
undergraduate, veterinary, residency, and
Ph.D. degrees here. After several years as a GP
and emergency veterinarian in Birmingham,
she returned in 2017 for her residency and
Ph.D., completed in 2024, and joined the
faculty this April. 

T H E  D I S C O V E R Y  S P O T L I G H T

Jordan’s favorite part of her role is teaching and interacting with veterinary students,
graduate students, and residents. She also emphasizes the critical work her team does
in Clinical Pathology—providing timely, high-quality lab results such as bloodwork,
cytology, and urinalysis to ensure prompt patient care.

Outside of academia, Jordan has some fascinating talents. She’s a college football
referee on fall weekends, competed on Team USA in Modern Pentathlon from 2018–
2024, and even plays the pipe organ—a truly unique mix of skills!

Heather McGrady
Heather McGrady, Lab Assistant II in the Media
Lab, has been an integral part of Auburn for
nearly 24 years! Originally from Jacksonville,
Florida, Heather appreciates the flexibility and
low-stress environment of the Pathology
Department, which has kept her passionate
about her work for over two decades.

T H E  D I S C O V E R Y  S P O T L I G H T

Her role is critical to maintaining safety compliance within the department. Heather
ensures that biohazard waste materials are properly submitted for autoclaving and
disposal—a process that protects both staff and the integrity of the lab environment.

Outside of work, Heather is a talented artist with a special love for photography. She’s
currently focused on developing her macro photography skills, capturing the beauty of
small details in everyday life.
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Welcome 
to The Jungle!

Dr. Nickolas Deluca
O U R  N E W  L E C T U R E R

Dr. Nickolas DeLuca joined the Department of
Pathobiology on November 17  as a Lecturer in the
Public and One Health Program. Dr. DeLuca joins
Auburn University after a 28-year career with the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). At
CDC he worked on a variety of domestic and global
health issues in the areas of communication,
education, training, and behavioral science. His area of
expertise includes infectious diseases such as HIV and

th

tuberculosis. During his time at CDC, he had a four-year assignment as a prevention
advisor in CDC Namibia. Dr. DeLuca also participated in several of CDC’s Emergency
Response efforts, including a deployment to Sierra Leone to support the 2014 Ebola
response, as well as leadership roles in CDC’s Zika, COVID-19, and Mpox responses. In his
last position at CDC, Dr. DeLuca oversaw the Communications, Education, and Behavioral
Studies Branch in the Division of Tuberculosis Elimination. Dr. DeLuca received his Ph.D. in
Health Education and Health Promotion from the Department of Health Behavior at the
University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Dr. DeLuca enjoys the outdoors, including hiking and biking, and is looking for pickleball or
squash partners who are interested in playing. Get in touch! He is also a (very) amateur
potter and likes to get his hands dirty working with clay occasionally!
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Welcome 
to The Jungle!

Reuben Buckley received a PhD in genetics/genomics
from the University of Adelaide in Australia. Before
coming to Auburn, he was a postdoc at the University
of Missouri College of Veterinary Medicine and at the
National Institutes of Health. His work has been focused
on using the genetic structure of dog and cat breeds
to identify trait-associated genes with relevance to
human health.  These include chondrodysplasia in
Munchkin cats and orofacial clefts in Turkish Pointers.

Dr. Reuben Buckley
O U R  N E W  R E S E A R C H  F E L L O W

At Auburn, as a member of Prof. Xu Wang's lab, Reuben will work with DCSITE, analyzing
genomic data to identify key genes related to the performance of scent detection dogs. In
his spare time, Reuben enjoys learning the mandolin and taking his dog Brie for walks
around the neighborhood.

Dr. Pillai is a board-certified microbiologist, a
Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary
Microbiologists. She earned her B.V.Sc. (equivalent to a
DVM) and master’s degree in veterinary microbiology
from the Nagpur Veterinary College, India, followed by
a Ph.D. from Kansas State University. Dr. Pillai has
served as an instructor, consultant clinical
microbiologist, and immunodiagnostic section head. 

Her research interests include antimicrobial resistance in pathogen causing infectious
disease in veterinary medicine, with a particular focus on improving diagnostic
stewardship through rapid test development and identifying bacterial virulence factors as
potential vaccine candidates. Outside of work, she enjoys traveling, gardening, and
creating art.

Dr. Deepti Pillai
O U R  N E W  A S S O C I A T E  C L I N I C A L  P R O F E S S O R
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IN THE NEWS

From dedication to new direction:
CVM recognizes Walz, formally
welcomes Narayanan!

Last month, the college honored Dr. Paul
Walz for nearly six years of service and
leadership as head of its Department of
Pathobiology and formally welcomed Dr.
Sanjeev Narayanan as its new department
head. Narayanan (pictured at left with Walz
and Dean Calvin Johnson) had previously
served as professor and head of the
Department of Comparative Pathobiology at
Purdue University. He also served as interim
associate dean for research and graduate
studies in Purdue's College of Veterinary
Medicine and led college-level initiatives in
artificial intelligence in education.

Auburn’s 2025-26 Research
Communications Fellows Program
Highlights Patho Faculty

Faculty members Dr. Jeba Jesudoss
Chelladurai and Dr. Katharine Horzmann
are among the 21-member cohort for
Auburn University’s  2025-26 Research
Communications Fellows program.
Sponsored by Auburn’s Office of the
Senior Vice President for Research and
Economic Development (OSVPRED), in
collaboration with the Office of
Communications and Marketing (OCM),
the program equips researchers with the
strategies and skills to communicate the
broader impact of their work. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

On October 22nd 2025, Shelby McAlister
successfully defended her thesis titled, Multi-
site Neuromodulation as a Potential Therapy
for Improving Metabolic Function in
Domestic Cats.
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IN THE NEWS

The Fall 2025 issue of "Auburn
Research" highlights Dr. Kathryn
Reif's efforts to understand what
makes vector-borne diseases
"tick."

Reif, associate professor and Bailey-
Goodwin Endowed Professor of
Parasitology, uses electropenetography
(EPG) to monitor the feeding behavior of
ticks and other blood-loving arthropods.
Gluing tiny wires to the backs of live ticks
has its challenges, but the findings help
improve understanding of how quickly
and effectively tick control products work
or how environmental factors may
influence tick feeding behaviors.

Dr. Samira Salimiyan won 3
Place in poster at the 2025 CCTS
Translational Science Symposium

rd

Over 120 trainees, scholars, faculty, and
research professionals from across the
CCTS Partner Network gathered in Gulf
Shores, Alabama, for the 2025 CCTS
Translational Science Symposium
(TSS25), a one and a half day in-person
event hosted October 30–31 at The Lodge
at Gulf State Park. Designed to foster
connection and collaboration across
disciplines, this year’s symposium
featured interactive workshops, skill-
building sessions, and a celebration of
research excellence.

As in past years, the Three-Minute Thesis
(3MT) and Poster Presentation
competitions provided a platform for
emerging scientists to showcase their
work in engaging formats.
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IN THE NEWS

2025 Phi Zeta Research Emphasis
Day Pathobiology Highlights

Auburn Pathobiology proudly
represented at the 2025 Phi Zeta Meeting!
The platform or poster presentations
from undergraduate, veterinary and
graduate students, postdoctoral and
research fellows, and faculty highlighted
all of the exciting research happening in
the College of Veterinary Medicine.

Pathobiology Phi Zeta Winners:

Best Platform Presentation – Veterinary
Student 
Second Place (tie): Rae Kantzler (mentor
Chengming Wang)
 
Best Platform Presentation – Graduate
Student
First Place: Dr. Kira Noordwijk (mentors
Bruce Smith, Lindsey Boone)
Second Place: Nicola Darzenta (mentor
Maria Naskou)

Best Poster Presentation – Veterinary
Student
First Place (tie): Claire Carrico (mentor
Jeba Jesudoss Chelladurai) & Holly
Chauvin (mentor Maninder Sandey)
 
Best Poster Presentation – Graduate
Student
Second Place (tie): Vinicius Apolloni
(mentor Miria Criado) & Samira
Salimiyan (mentor Emily Graff)
 
Best Poster Presentation – Postdoctoral
and Research Fellow
First Place: Alinne Santana Pereira
(mentor Laura Huber)

  |   7G I V E  T O
P A T H O B I O L O G Y

https://give.auburn.edu/campaigns/pathobiology-department-1


Dr. Horzmann won the Zoetis Award
for Veterinary Research Excellence

The award recognizes researchers whose
innovative studies have advanced the
scientific standing of veterinary medicine. 

Dr. Horzmann is one of only a handful of
faculty members nationwide who blend
biomedical research and clinical-
diagnostic service in the discipline of
toxicologic pathology. While Dr.
Horzmann is a prolific researcher, having
earned a major NIH R15 research award
and published 29 peer-reviewed articles
as first or corresponding author, her
impact also shows through the students
she guides and educates!

IN THE NEWS

2025 Southeastern Region of the
Society of Toxicology

Dr. Carlos Eduardo Bastos Lopes,
represented AU Pathobiology at the 2025
Southeastern Region of The Society of
Toxicology under Dr. Horzmann's
mentorship.

Carter Hague,  Phi Zeta Podium

Carter Hague, a sophomore researcher (genetics and PAOH double major) in Dr. Xu
Wang’s lab, presented his work, “Pangenome and transcriptome analysis of virulence
factors in pathogenic Salmonella isolated from natural outbreaks,” at the Phi-Zeta Day
research symposium. He is the only selected podium presentation among 11
undergraduate abstracts. Congratulations to Carter! 
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IN THE NEWS

Ms. Nneka Iduu received the
Brenda Love Best Bacteriology
Poster Presentation Award

Her poster titled, “High-Resolution Melting
Curve FRET-qPCR Rapidly Distinguishes
Streptococcus equi subsp. equi and
zooepidemicus,” highlighted the
development of a novel, rapid, and
highly-specific molecular assay for
differentiating two clinically important
Streptococcus equi subspecies (equi and
zooepidemicus).

This award recognizes outstanding
research in diagnostic bacteriology
presented at the 68th Annual Meeting of
the American Association of Veterinary
Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD) and
the 129th Annual Meeting of the United
States Animal Health Association
(USAHA), held October 22–26, 2025, in
Aurora, Colorado, which brings together
more than 1,200 diagnostic professionals,
scientists, and researchers nationwide.

2025 Southern Regional
Education Board Institute Meeting
on Teaching and Mentoring

First-year Pathobiology graduate student
Samantha Mejia, a recipient of a
Southern Regional Education Board
(SREB) Graduate Fellowship, and her
mentor, Dr. Bruce Smith, attended the
SREB 2025 Institute on Teaching and
Mentoring, in Atlanta, Ga, October 30 –
November 2, 2025. The meeting was held
in conjunction with the Sloan Foundation
and provided an opportunity for current
and past Fellows to meet and interact
with each other, as well as faculty and
administrators from a variety of
universities. Presentations at the meeting
focused on professional development
topics and provided opportunities for
attendees to learn about many aspects
of being academic faculty. 
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Dr. Carlos Eduardo Bastos Lopes
won the 2025 ACVP Young
Investigator Poster Award

Dr. Carlos Eduardo Bastos Lopes won the
2025 ACVP Young Investigator Poster
Award (Diagnostic Pathology category) &
the 2025 ACVP Young Investigator Award
(Industrial and Toxicologic Pathology
category)! 

IN THE NEWS

2025 American College of
Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP)
Conference

Auburn Pathobiology proudly
represented at the 2025 ACVP Meeting in
New Orleans! Our residents and faculty
showcased outstanding research,
posters, and well-deserved awards.

Discover the Flow Lab Online!

The Flow Cytometry Lab now has its own website, designed to make life easier for
researchers and curious minds alike! From quick guides on sample prep to details about
the lab’s powerful instruments, the site is packed with helpful resources. Whether you’re
planning an experiment or just want to learn more about how flow cytometry helps
unlock the secrets of cells, this is the place to GO.
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IN THE NEWS

2025 Pathobiology Thanksgiving
Potluck

On behalf of the Department of
Pathobiology, Dr. Narayanan, and the
admin team, we would like to extend our
sincere gratitude to each of you for your
participation in this year’s potluck. Your
contributions of time, effort, and delicious
dishes made the event truly special.
 
This year’s gathering was one of our best
turnouts yet, and it would not have been
possible without your enthusiasm and
generosity. Beyond the wonderful food,
what made the occasion memorable
was the spirit of community,
collaboration, and camaraderie that
everyone brought to the table.
 
We are grateful for the opportunity to
come together outside of our usual
routines, to share laughter, stories, and a
sense of connection. Events like these
remind us of the strength of our team
and the value of celebrating together.
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Your impact begins here – choose the Auburn causes that are important to you.
Whether you give to empower students through scholarships, drive groundbreaking

research and life-changing outreach, or enrich the Auburn Experience, 
you are shaping our future.

Help us make dreams a reality!

Ying Zhang (PhD candidate) in Dr.
Xu Wang’s lab published a first-
author publication!

Her publication is on transcriptome
analysis on cryopreserved catfish sperm
in the Journal of Reproduction, one of the
two flagship journals in the area of
animal reproduction. Thu Dunkleberger, a
Research Assistant in the lab, also
contributed to this research. This project
is in collaboration with Dr. Ian Butts’ group
in AU School of Fisheries and funded by
an USDA-NIFA award.

IN THE NEWS

  |   1 2

Spotlighting Parasitology Research

Both hookworms (left) and ticks (right)
are common parasites that pose health
threats to humans and companion
animals alike. The newest issue of the
American Journal of Veterinary Research
highlights the parasitology research of
Auburn Patho. faculty members Jeba R. J.
Jesudoss Chelladurai and Kathryn E. Reif.

https://rep.bioscientifica.com/view/journals/rep/170/6/REP-25-0300.xml


PUBLICATIONS

Alfaro GF, Zhou Y, Cao W, Zhang Y, Rodning
SP, Muntifering RB, Pacheco WJ, Moisá SJ,
Wang X. Metagenomic Analysis Revealed
Significant Changes in the Beef Cattle
Rectum Microbiome Under Fescue Toxicosis.
Biology (Basel). 2025 Sep 5;14(9):1197. doi:
10.3390/biology14091197. PMID: 41007342;
PMCID: PMC12466995.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41007342

Bayne J, Charavaryamath C, Hu Y, Yousefi F,
Murphy M, Law A, Michael A, Muyyarikkandy
MS, Nibbering B, Smits WK, Kuijper E,
Opriessnig T, Sauer M, Scaria J, Sponseller B,
Ramirez A, Mooyottu S. The swine IsoLoop
model of the gut host-microbiota interface
enables intra-animal treatment comparisons
to advance 3R principles. Gut Microbes. 2025
Dec 31;17(1):2568706. doi:
10.1080/19490976.2025.2568706. Epub 2025
Oct 25. PMID: 41137517; PMCID: PMC12562777.
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC1
2562777/

Barua S, Tarannum A, Newton J, Mendoza L,
Chenoweth K, Barger P, Wang C. Improving
noninvasive diagnosis of cutaneous and
gastrointestinal forms of Pythium insidiosum
infections in dogs: complementary roles of
serum-based ELISA and polymerase chain
reaction. Am J Vet Res. 2025 Oct 24:1-9. doi:
10.2460/ajvr.25.07.0236. Epub ahead of print.
PMID: 41135573.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41135573/

Bird RC, Smith BF. Comparative Genetics of
Canine and Human Cancers. Vet Sci. 2025
Sep 10;12(9):875. doi: 10.3390/vetsci12090875.
PMID: 41012800; PMCID: PMC12474490.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41012800/

Cuadrado C, Breedlove C, Toro H. Antibody
Responses Elicited by Vaccination with
Recombinant LaSota Virus Expressing IBV
Spike in Chickens with Maternal Antibodies.
Avian Dis. 2025 Sep;69(3):301-306. doi:
10.1637/aviandiseases-D-25-00035. PMID:
41003435.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41003435
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PUBLICATIONS

Espejo R, Goraichuk IV, Suarez DL, Breedlove
C, Toro H. Avian Paramyxovirus Type 1 from
Wild Birds: Population Adaptation and
Immunogenicity in Chickens. Avian Dis. 2025
Sep;69(3):243-251. doi:
10.1637/aviandiseases-D-25-00026. PMID:
41003428.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41003428

Iduu NV, Kantzler R, Raiford D, Bixler B,
Chenoweth K, Wang C. Dual-Emission FRET-
PCR Outperforms SYBR Green and EvaGreen
for Accurate Discrimination of Primary
Canine Dermatophytes: Microsporum canis,
Nannizzia gypsea, and Trichophyton
mentagrophytes. J Fungi (Basel). 2025 Sep
30;11(10):708. doi: 10.3390/jof11100708. PMID:
41149898; PMCID: PMC12565227.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41149898/Fontana C, Henker L, Cheng A, Neto RLALT.

Abdominal distention and lethargy in a 6-
year-old spayed female ferret. J Am Vet Med
Assoc. 2025 Sep 24:1-3. doi:
10.2460/javma.25.07.0442. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 40997878.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40997878

Gillespie JW, Petrenko VA. Discovery of
Landscape Phage Probes Against Cellular
Communication Network Factor 1
(CCN1/Cyr61). Viruses. 2025 Sep 19;17(9):1273.
doi: 10.3390/v17091273. PMID: 41012700; PMCID:
PMC12474080.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41012700/

Holthausen DJ, Bayles DO, Neill JD,
Dassanayake RP, Falkenberg SM, Nielsen DW,
Goldkamp AK, Menghwar H, Casas E. Bovine
viral diarrhea virus 2 strains generate
deletion viral genomes primarily in the NS2
region of the viral genome. Front Vet Sci. 2025
Sep 25;12:1686098. doi:
10.3389/fvets.2025.1686098. PMID: 41078497;
PMCID: PMC12507611.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41078497

Liyanage SSN, Bosworth BG, Martin KA, Wood
KR, Nowicki AE, Abernathy JW, Sankappa NM,
Beck BH, Bruce TJ, Litvak MK, Dunham RA, Roy
LA, Wang X, Butts IAE. Age-related
reproductive performance and
transcriptome profiling of testis in male blue
catfish, Ictalurus furcatus. BMC Genomics.
2025 Sep 26;26(1):817. doi: 10.1186/s12864-025-
12014-w. PMID: 41013201; PMCID: PMC12465291.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41013201/

Maxwell HE, Schwartz DW, Michael A, Waters
K, Rush JB. Cache Valley virus serologically
identified in sheep with congenitally
malformed lambs in Alabama. Am J Vet Res.
2025 Oct 1:1-6. doi: 10.2460/ajvr.25.06.0213.
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41038248.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41038248

Ostrander KN, Day MS, Hauck R, Joiner KS,
Gulsby WD. Histomonosis and
Lymphoproliferative Disease Virus in Male
Wild Turkeys (Meleagris gallopavo) in
Alabama, USA. J Wildl Dis. 2025 Oct 27. doi:
10.7589/JWD-D-24-00150. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 41139422.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41139422/

  |   1 4G I V E  T O
P A T H O B I O L O G Y

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41003428/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41149898/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40997878/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41012700/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41078497/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41013201/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41038248/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41139422/
https://give.auburn.edu/campaigns/pathobiology-department-1


Quintana TA, Brewer MT, Jesudoss
Chelladurai JRJ. Transcriptional responses to
in vitro macrocyclic lactone exposure in
Toxocara canis larvae using RNA-seq. Int J
Parasitol Drugs Drug Resist. 2025 Sep
19;29:100614. doi: 10.1016/j.ijpddr.2025.100614.
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 40983028; PMCID:
PMC12489912.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40983028

Schwartz DW, Waters K, Cole RC, Forehand
AG, Prim J, Rush J, Stockler J, Neto R.
Suspected Bartholin gland cystic-like
structure and associated Corynebacterium
pseudotuberculosis in a 1-year-old Nigerian
dwarf doe. Can Vet J. 2025 Sep 1;66(9):992-
996. PMID: 40927268; PMCID: PMC12416114.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40927268

Wood KR, Bosworth B, Liyanage SSN, Nowicki
AE, Martin KA, Dunham RA, Beck BH, Abernathy
JW, Wang X, Roy LA, Butts IAE.
Cryopreservation techniques for blue catfish,
Ictalurus furcatus, sperm using 2.5 mL straws.
Cryobiology. 2025 Oct 17;121:105335. doi:
10.1016/j.cryobiol.2025.105335. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 41108804.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41108804

Roths M, Michael A, Schlader ZJ, Selsby JT.
One day of environment-induced heat stress
causes injury to the murine kidney. Exp
Physiol. 2025 Oct 2. doi: 10.1113/EP092975. Epub
ahead of print. PMID: 41037296.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41037296

Saucedo M, Chamorro MF, Passler T, Huber L,
Kennedy S, Bayne JE, Walz PH, Silvis S, Becker
AS, Falkenberg S. Colostrum-derived
immunity reduces detection of calves
persistently infected with bovine viral
diarrhea virus by common diagnostic tests. J
Am Vet Med Assoc. 2025 Nov 5:1-9. doi:
10.2460/javma.25.06.0397. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 41192064.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41192064/

Taghian T, Gallagher J, Bertrand S, Baker WC,
Lopez Mercado K, Benatti HR, Hall E, Lopez Y,
McElroy A, McCarthy JT, Pulaparthi S, Fernau
D, Mather S, Esteves S, Diffie E, Gross A, Lahey
HG, Jiang X, Parsley E, Gately R, Prestigiacomo
R, Johnson S, Taylor A, Bierfeldt L, Tuominen S,
Koehler J, Gao G, Xie J, Su Q, King R, Gounis
MJ, Anagnostakou V, Puri A, Batista AR, Sena-
Esteves M, Martin DR, Gray-Edwards H. Five-
year analysis of efficacy and safety of a
bidirectional AAV gene therapy in Tay-Sachs
sheep. J Clin Invest. 2025 Sep 30:e182942. doi:
10.1172/JCI182942. Epub ahead of print. PMID:
41026525.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41026525

Yin JH, Horzmann KA. Developmental
exposure of zebrafish to 1-Trichloromethyl-
1,2,3,4-tetrahydro-beta-carboline (TaClo)
elicits MPTP-like neurotoxicity.
Neurotoxicology. 2025 Oct 2;111:103333. doi:
10.1016/j.neuro.2025.103333. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 41046043.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41046043

Zhang Y, Wood KR, Dunkleberger TM, Martin
KA, Roy LA, Dunham RA, Butts IAE, Wang X.
Identification of transcriptome markers in
blue catfish cryopreserved sperm to predict
male reproductive performance.
Reproduction. 2025 Nov 3;170(6):e250300. doi:
10.1530/REP-25-0300. PMID: 41182182.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41182182/
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IMPORTANT DATES
& EVENTS

Pathobiology Holiday Party

Date: Monday, December 15
Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Location: VEC 246/248

What to Bring:
A dessert to share
One wrapped, anonymous gift per
participant ($25 value)

The Holiday Game ("Dirty Santa") kicks off
at 2:00 PM, right after we’ve enjoyed food
and good company!

AU Vet Med Toy Drive

The Staff Advisory Committee is
accepting contributions to the CVM Toy
Drive to benefit Big House Foundation. Toy
collection bins will be stationed in the Vet
Med Library, Vaughan Large Animal
Teaching Hospital, VEC, the Bailey
Pharmacy, and the Pathobiology
administrative office. Donate new toys for
children ages 0-18 through noon on
December 5. Wish list items for each age
group are available on the Big House
Foundation website.
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Next Faculty Meeting: 
Dec. 3 in GH 168 from 1-3 PM

Next Staff Meeting: 
Jan. 8 in VEC246/248 from 9:30-10:30 AM

IMPORTANT DATES
& EVENTS

A list of official holidays for Auburn employees, including schedules for
2025 and 2026, is available on the University Human Resources website.

As a reminder, Auburn will be closed for the Christmas holiday from 
Friday, Dec. 19, at 4:45 pm, to Monday, Jan. 5, 2026, at 7:45 am. 

Bixler, Brenda M.                                     6-Dec
Bottura Apolloni, Vinicius                3-Dec
Gillespie, James W.                             15-Dec
Jesudoss Chelladurai, Jeba R.      9-Dec
Juszczyk, Erica B.                                 14-Dec
Kazemian, Shakiba                            12-Dec
King, Kevin B.                                          12-Dec
Liyanage, Samitha S.                        25-Dec
Walz, Heather L.                                   26-Dec

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!
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Farewell and
Best Wishes!

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P A T H O B I O L O G Y   |   D E C  2 0 2 5

As we close this chapter, we want to take a moment to celebrate and thank
the incredible staff, faculty, and students who are moving on to new
adventures—whether through transferring to other departments, graduating,
relocating, or retiring.

Your dedication, hard work, and collaboration have helped shape our
programs and strengthen our community. We are grateful for the time,
energy, and passion you’ve shared with us, and we know you’ll continue to
achieve great things in your next steps.

We’re excited for what the future holds for each of you! Thank you for being
an important part of our story—you will always have a place in our hearts
and in the legacy of this department.

Wishing you success, happiness, and new adventures ahead!

Thu Dunkleberger - Research Assistant I (Dr. Xu Wang)
Dr. Kelley Steury - Co-Director of PAOH & Asst Clinical Professor

Tammy Denney - Tech, Central Receiving Services
Dr. Valery A. Petrenko - Professor
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